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Pre-Year of Mercy 
 

For Nov. 29, 2015 + First Sunday of Advent 
 

At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of the 
Father’s action in our lives.  For this reason I have proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special time for the 
Church, a time when the witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective. (S3) 
 

For Dec. 6, 2015 + Second Sunday of Advent 
 

The Holy Year will open on 8 December 2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  This liturgical feast day 
recalls God’s action from the very beginning of the history of mankind.  After the sin of Adam and Eve, God did not wish 
to leave humanity alone in the throes of evil.  And so he turned his gaze to Mary, holy and immaculate in love, choosing 
her to be the Mother of man’s Redeemer.  When faced with the gravity of sin, God responds with the fullness of mercy.  
Mercy will always be greater than any sin, and no one can place limits on the love of God who is ever ready to forgive. 
(S3) 
 
 

Jubilee Year of Mercy - 2015 
 

For Dec. 13, 2015 + Third Sunday of Advent  
 

I have chosen the date of 8 December because of its rich meaning in the recent history of the Church.  In fact, I will open 
the Holy Door on the fiftieth anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council.  The Church feels a 
great need to keep this event alive.  With the Council, the Church entered a new phase of her history.  The Council 
Fathers strongly perceived, as a true breath of the Holy Spirit, a need to talk about God to men and women on their time 
in a more accessible way.  The walls which for too long had made the Church a kind of fortress were torn down and the 
time had come to proclaim the Gospel in a new way.  It was a new phrase of the same evangelization that had existed 
from the beginning.  It was a fresh undertaking for all Christians to bear witness to their faith with greater enthusiasm 
and conviction.  The Church sensed a responsibility to be a living sign of the Father’s love in the world. (S4) 
 

For Dec. 20, 2015 + Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Merciful like the Father, therefore, is the “motto” of this Holy Year.  In mercy, we find the proof of how God loves us.  He 
gives his entire self, always, freely, asking nothing in return.  He comes to our aid whenever we call upon him. (S14) 
 

 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy 

December 8, 2015 - November 20, 2016 



 

For Dec. 27, 2015 + Holy Family 
 

The Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4) after having revealed his name to Moses as a “God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6), has never ceased to show, in various ways 
throughout history, his divine nature in the “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4), when everything had been arranged according to 
his plan of salvation, he sent his only Son into the world, born of the Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive 
way. (S1) 
 
 

Jubilee Year of Mercy - 2016 
 

January 3, 2016 + Epiphany 
 

Whoever sees Jesus sees the Father (Jn 14:9), Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his entire person reveals 
the mercy of God. (S1) 
 

January 10, 2016 + Baptism of the Lord 
 

Jesus is bent on revealing the great gift of mercy that searches out sinners and offers them pardon and salvation. (S20) 
 
 

Ordinary Time 
 

January 17, 2016 + 2nd Sunday in OT 
 

There is an aspect of mercy that goes beyond the confines of the Church.  It relates us to Judaism and Islam, both of 
which consider mercy to be one of God’s most important attributes.  Israel was the first to receive this revelation which 
continues in history as the source of an inexhaustible richness meant to be shared with all mankind.  As we have seen, 
the pages of the Old Testament are steeped in mercy…… Among the privileged names that Islam attributes to the 
Creator are “Merciful and Kind”.  This invocation is often on the lips of faithful Muslims who feel themselves 
accompanied and sustained by mercy in their daily weakness. (S23) 
 

January 24, 2016 + 3rd Sunday in OT 
 

I present, therefore, this Extraordinary Jubilee Year dedicated to living out in our daily lives the mercy which the Father 
constantly extends to all of us.  In this Jubilee Year, let us allow God to surprise us.  He never tires of casting open the 
doors of his heart and of repeating that he loves us and wants to share his life with us.  The Church feels the urgent need 
to proclaim God’s mercy. (S25) 
 

January 31, 2016 + 4th Sunday in OT 
 

The Church is called above all to be a credible witness to mercy, professing it and living it as the core of the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  From the heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the mystery of God, the great river wells up and overflows 
unceasingly.  It is a spring that will never run dry, no matter how many people draw from it.  Every time someone is in 
need, he or she can approach it, because the mercy of God never ends. (S25) 
 

February 7, 2016 + 5th Sunday in OT 
 

In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word of God that resounds strong and clear as a message and a sign of 
pardon, strength, aid, and love.  May she never tire of extending mercy, and be ever patient in offering compassion and 
comfort.  May the Church become the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently without end: “Be mindful 
of your mercy, O Lord, and you steadfast love, for they have been from of old” (Ps 25:6). (S25) 
 
 



Lent & Easter Time 
 

February 14, 2016 + First Sunday of Lent 
 

Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an action of the Father, it becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his children are.  
In short, we are called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us.  Pardoning offences becomes the 
clearest expression of merciful love, and for us Christians it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves.  At 
times how hard it seems to forgive!  And yet pardon is the instrument placed into our fragile hands to attain serenity of 
heart.  To let go of anger, wrath, violence, and revenge are necessary to living joyfully. (S9) 
 

February 21, 2016 + Second Sunday of Lent 
 

To refrain from judgement and condemnation means, is a positive sense, to know how to accept the good in every 
person and to spare him any suffering that might be caused by our partial judgment, our presumption to know 
everything about him.  But this is still not sufficient to express mercy.  Jesus askes us also to forgive and to give.  To be 
instruments of mercy because it was we who first received mercy from God.  To be generous with others, knowing that 
God showers his goodness upon us with immense generosity. (S14) 
 

February 28, 2016 + Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Let us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters who are denied their 
dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for help!  May we reach out to them and support 
them so they can feel the warmth of our presence, our friendship, and our fraternity!  May their cry become our own, 
and together may we break down the barriers of indifference that too often reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy and 
egoism! (S15) 
 

March 6, 2016 + Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year should also be lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate and 
experience God’s mercy.  How many pages of Sacred Scripture are appropriate for meditation during the weeks of Lent 
to help us rediscover the merciful face of the Father!  We can repeat the words of the prophet Micah and make them 
our own: You, O Lord, are a God who takes away iniquity and pardons sin, who does not hold your anger forever, but are 
pleased to show mercy. (S17) 
 

March 13, 2016 + Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

The appeal Jesus makes to the text from the book of the prophet Hosea – “I desire love and not sacrifice” (6:6) – is 
important in this regard.  Jesus affirms that, from that time onward, the rule of life for his disciples must place mercy at 
the center, as Jesus himself demonstrated by sharing meals with sinners.  Mercy, once again, is revealed as a 
fundamental aspect of Jesus’ mission. (S20) 
 

March 20, 2016 + Palm Sunday 
 

God’s forgiveness knows no bounds.  In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God makes even more evident his 
love and its power to destroy all human sin.  Reconciliation with God is made possible through the paschal mystery and 
the mediation of the Church.  Thus God is always ready to forgive, and he never tires of forgiving in ways that are 
continually new surprising. (S22) 
 

March 27, 2016 + EASTER SUNDAY 
 

God’s justice is his mercy given to everyone as a grace that flows from the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Thus 
the Cross of Christ is God’s judgement on all of us and on the whole world, because through it he offers us the certitude 
of love and new life. (S21) 
 
  



April 3, 2016 + Second Sunday of Easter + Divine Mercy 
 

Our prayer also extends to the saints and blessed ones who made divine mercy their mission in life.  I think especially of 
the great apostle of mercy, Saint Faustina Kowalska.  May she, who was called to enter the depths of divine mercy, 
intercede for us and obtain for us the grace of living and walking according to the mercy of God and with an unwavering 
trust in his love. (S24) 
 

April 10, 2016 + Third Sunday of Easter 
 

The Spouse of Christ [the Church] must pattern her behavior after the Son of God who went out to everyone without 
exception.  In the present day, as the Church is charged with the task of the new evangelization, the theme of mercy 
needs to be proposed again and again with new enthusiasm and renewed pastoral action. (S12) 
 

April 17, 2016 + Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

It is absolutely essential for the Church and for the credibility of her message that she herself live and testify to mercy.  
Her language and her gestures must transmit mercy, so as to touch the hearts of all people and inspire them once more 
to find the road that leads to the Father. (S12)  
 

April 24, 2016 + Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

The Church’s first truth is the love of Christ.  The Church makes herself a servant of this love and mediates it to all 
people: a love that forgives and expresses itself in the gift of oneself.  Consequently, wherever the Church is present, the 
mercy of the Father must be evident. (S12) 
 

May 1, 2016 + Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

In our parishes, communities, associations and movements, in a word, wherever there are Christians, everyone should 
find an oasis of mercy. (S12) 
 

May 8, 2016 + Ascension Sunday + Mother’s Day 
 

My thoughts now turn to the Mother of Mercy.  May the sweetness of her countenance watch over us in this Holy Year, 
so that all of us may rediscover the joy of God’s tenderness.  No one has penetrated the profound mystery of the 
incarnation like Mary.  Her entire life was patterned after the presence of mercy made flesh.  The Mother of the 
Crucified and Risen One has entered the sanctuary of divine mercy because she participated intimately in the mystery of 
His love. (S24) 
 

May 15, 2016 + Pentecost 
 

May the Holy Spirit, who guides the steps of believers in cooperating with the work of salvation wrought by Christ, lead 
the way and support the People of God so that they may contemplate the face of mercy. (S4) 
 

May 22, 2016 + Most Holy Trinity 
 

Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity.  Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by God come 
to meet us.  Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his 
brothers and sisters on the path of life.  Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope 
of being loved forever despite our sinfulness. (S2) 
 

May 29, 2016 + Body & Blood of Christ 
 

With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most Holy Trinity.  The mission Jesus 
received from the Father was that of revealing the mystery of divine love in its fullness.  “God is love” (1 Jn 4: 8, 16) 
…..His person is nothing but love, a love given gratuitously.  The relationships he forms with the people who approach 
him manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable.  The signs he works, especially in favor of sinners, the poor, 
the marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to teach mercy.  Everything in him speaks of mercy.  Nothing 
in him is devoid of compassion. (S8) 



 
 

Ordinary Time 
June 5, 2016 + 10th Sunday in OT 
 

In the words of Saint John Paul II: “The Church lives an authentic life when she professes and proclaims mercy – the 
most stupendous attribute of the Creator and of the Redeemer – and when she brings people close to the sources of the 
Savor’s mercy, of which she is the trustee and dispenser”. (S11) 
 

June 12, 2016 + 11th Sunday in OT 
 

The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart of the Gospel, which in its own way must 
penetrate the heart and mind of every person. (S12) 
 

June 19, 2016 + 12th Sunday of Ordinary Time + Father’s Day 
 

In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals the nature of God as that of a Father who never gives up until he has 
forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with compassion and mercy.  We know these parables well, three in 
particular: the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the father with two sons.  In these parables, God is always presented as full 
of joy, especially when he pardons.  In them we find the core of the Gospel and of our faith, because mercy is presented 
as a force that overcomes everything, filling the heart with love and bringing consolation through pardon. (S9) 
 

June 26, 2016 + 13th Sunday in OT 
 

Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy.  These words might well sum up the mystery of the Christian faith.  Mercy 
has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in him. (S1) 
 

July 3, 2016 + 14th Sunday in OT 
 

We need to constantly contemplate the mystery of mercy.  It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace.  Our salvation 
depends on it. (S2) 
 

July 10, 2016 + 15th Sunday in OT 
 

We recall the poignant words of Saint John XXIII when, opening the Council, he indicated the path to follow: “Now the 
Bride of Christ wishes to use the medicine of mercy rather than taking up arms of severity… The Catholic Church, as she 
holds high the torch of Catholic faith at this Ecumenical Council, wants to show herself a loving mother to all; patient, 
kind, moved by compassion and goodness.” (S4) 
 

July 17, 2016 + 16th Sunday in OT 
 

Blessed Paul VI spoke in a similar vein at the closing of the Council: “We prefer to point out how charity has been the 
principal religious feature of this Council… the old story of the Good Samaritan has been the model of the spirituality of 
the Council… a wave of affection and admiration flowed from the Council over the modern world of humanity…… 
Another point we must stress is this: all this rich teaching is channeled in one direction, the service of mankind, of every 
condition, in every weakness and need”. (S4) 
 

July 24, 2016 + 17th Sunday in OT 
 

How much I desire that the year to come will be steeped in mercy, so that we can go out to every man and woman, 
bringing the goodness and tenderness of God!  May the balm of mercy reach everyone, both believers and those far 
away, as a sign that the Kingdom of God is already present in our midst! (S5) 
 

  



July 31, 2016 + 18th Sunday in OT 
 

“It is proper to God to exercise mercy, and he manifests his omnipotence particularly in this way”.  St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
words show that God’s mercy, rather than a sign of weakness, is the mark of his omnipotence.  For this reason the 
liturgy, in one of its most ancient collects, has us pray: “O God, who reveal your power above all in your mercy and 
forgiveness…”  Throughout the history of humanity, God will always be the One who is present, close, provident, holy 
and merciful. (S6) 
 

August 7, 2016 + 19th Sunday in OT 
 

“Patient and merciful.”  These words often go together in the Old Testament to describe God’s nature.  His being 
merciful is concretely demonstrated in his many actions throughout the history of salvation where his goodness prevails 
over punishment and destruction.  In a special way the Psalms bring to the fore the grandeur of his merciful action: “He 
forgives all your iniquity, he heals all your diseases, he redeems your life from the pit, he crowns you with steadfast love 
and mercy”. (Ps 103:3-4) (S6) 
 

August 14, 2016 + 20th Sunday in OT 
 

Another psalm, in an even more explicit way, attests to the concrete signs of his mercy: “He executes justice for the 
oppressed; he gives food to the hungry.  The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  The Lord 
lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.  The Lord watches over the sojourners, he upholds the 
widows and the fatherless…..” (Ps146:7-9) (S6) 
 

August 21, 2016 + 21st Sunday in OT 
 

In short, the mercy of God is not an abstract idea, but a concrete reality with which he reveals his love as of that of a 
father or mother, moved to the very depths out of love for their child.  It is hardly an exaggeration to say that this is a 
“visceral” love.  It gushes forth from the depths naturally, full of tenderness and compassion, indulgence and mercy. (S6) 
 

August 28, 2016 + 22nd Sunday in OT 
 

“For his mercy endures forever.”  This is the refrain that repeats after each verse in Psalm 136 as it narrates the history 
of God’s revelation.  By virtue of mercy, all the events of the Old Testament are replete with profound salvific import.  
Mercy renders God’s history with Israel a history of salvation. (S7) 
 

September 4, 2016 + 23rd Sunday in OT 
 

To repeat continually “for his mercy endures forever,” as the psalm does, seems to break through the dimensions of 
space and time, inserting everything into the eternal mystery of love.  It is as if the say that not only story, but for all 
eternity man will always be under the merciful gaze of the Father. (S7) 
 

September 11, 2016 + 24th Sunday in OT 
 

As we can see in Sacred Scripture, mercy is a key word that indicates God’s action towards us.  He does not limit himself 
to affirming his love, but makes it visible and tangible.  Love, after all, can never be just an abstraction.  By its very 
nature, it indicates something concrete: intentions, attitudes, and behaviors that are shown in daily living.  The mercy of 
God is his loving concern for one of us. (S9) 
 

September 18, 2016 + 25thSunday in OT 
 

Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life.  All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in the tenderness she 
makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching and in her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy.  The 
Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love. (S10) 
 
  



September 25, 2016 + 26th Sunday in OT 
 

Saint John Paul II pushed for a more urgent proclamation and witness to mercy in the contemporary world: “It is 
dictated by love for man, for all that is human and which, according to the intuitions of many of our contemporaries, is 
threatened by an immense danger.  The mystery of Christ…..obliges me to proclaim mercy as God’s merciful love, 
revealed in that same mystery of Christ.” (S11) 
 

October 2, 2016 + 27th Sunday in OT 
 

The Evangelist reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who says, “Be merciful just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).  It is a 
program of life as demanding as it is rich with joy and peace.  Jesus’s command is directed to anyone willing to listen to 
his voice.  In order to be capable of mercy, therefore, we must first of all dispose ourselves to listen to the Word of God. 
(S13) 
 

October 9, 2016 + 28th Sunday in OT 
 

Chosen to be the Mother of the Son of God, Mary, from the outset, was prepared by the love of God to be the Ark of the 
Covenant between God and man.  She treasured divine mercy in her heart in perfect harmony with her Son Jesus.  Her 
hymn of praise, sung at the threshold of the home of Elizabeth, was dedicated to the mercy of God which extends from 
“generation to generation” (Lk 1:50). (S24) 
 

October 16, 2016 + 29th Sunday in OT 
 

At the foot of the Cross, Mary, together with John, the disciple of love, witnessed the words of forgiveness spoken by 
Jesus.  This supreme expression of mercy towards those who crucified him show us the point to which the mercy of God 
can reach. (S24) 
 

October 23, 2015 + 30th Sunday in OT 
 

Mary attests that the mercy of the Son of God knows no bounds and extends to everyone, without exception.  Let us 
address her in the words of the Salve Regina, a prayer ever ancient and ever new, so that she may never tire of turning 
her merciful eyes upon us, and make us worthy to contemplate the face of mercy, her Son Jesus. (S24) 
 

October 30, 2016 + 31st Sunday in OT 
 

May the message of mercy reach everyone, and may no one be indifferent to the call to experience mercy. (S19) 
 

November 6, 2016 + 32nd Sunday in OT 
 

God’s justice now becomes the liberating force for those oppressed by slavery to sin and its consequences.  God’s justice 
is his mercy. (S20) 
 

November 13, 2016 + 33rd Sunday in OT 
 

Mercy is not opposed to justice but rather expresses God’s way of reaching out to the sinner, offering him a new chance 
to look at himself, convert, and believe. (S21) 
 

For Nov. 20, 2016 + Christ the King 
 

The Jubilee year will close with the liturgical Solemnity of Christ the King on 20 November 2016.  On that day, as we seal 
the Holy Door, we shall be filled, above all, with a sense of gratitude and thanksgiving to the Most Holy Trinity for having 
granted us an extraordinary time of grace.  We will entrust the life of the Church, all humanity, and the entire cosmos to 
the Lordship of Christ, asking him to pour out his mercy upon us like the morning dew, so that everyone may work 
together to build a brighter future. (S5) 
 
 
 
 



Post Year of Mercy 
 
 

For Nov. 27, 2016 + First Sunday of Advent: 
 
POPE FRANCIS Quote of the Week: 
 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
Dec. 8, 2015 – Nov. 20, 2016 

 
The Jubilee Year may have ended but God’s mercy is forever.  We continue to live and celebrate what Pope Francis 
wrote: 

The Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4) after having revealed his name to Moses as a “God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6), has never ceased to show, in various 
ways throughout history, his divine nature in the “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4), when everything had been 
arranged according to his plan of salvation, he sent his only Son into the world, born of the Virgin Mary, to 
reveal his love for us in a definitive way. (S1) 

 

Merciful Like the Father 
 
 
 
 

For December 4, 2016 + Second Sunday of Advent 
 
POPE FRANCIS Quote of the Week: 
 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
Dec. 8, 2015 – Nov. 20, 2016 

 
The Jubilee Year may have ended but God’s mercy is forever.  We continue to live and celebrate what Pope Francis 
wrote: 
 

In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word of God that resounds strong and clear as a message and a 
sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love.  May she never tire of extending mercy, and be ever patient in offering 
compassion and comfort.  May the Church become the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently 
without end: “Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and you steadfast love, for they have been from of old” (Ps 
25:6). (S25) 

 

Merciful Like the Father 
 
 
 
Used with permission:  Fr. Bill Easterling & Sacred Heart Church – Covina, California 


