
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Our Pilgrimage Churches Offer Us 
What Are Our Responsibilities to Them 

 

First of all thank you very much to the priests, deacons, religious and faithful of each Pilgrimage Church.  Thank you for 
agreeing to serve us in this manner. There will be a Pilgrimage Church in each deanery of the Archdiocese. 
 

Deanery 9  +  Resurrection  +  Los Angeles (Boyle Heights) 
Deanery 10  +  San Gabriel Mission  +  San Gabriel 

Deanery 11  +  Immaculate Conception  +  Monrovia 
Deanery 12  +  St. Lorenzo Ruiz  +  Walnut 

 
Outside of Rome, only Cathedrals and the local Pilgrimage Church in each deanery will have a Holy Door.  There is a 
special celebration, a unique liturgy for each Pilgrimage Church to bless and dedicate their Holy Door.  We encourage 
each deanery Pilgrimage Church to invite all the priests of their deanery to con-celebrate the Mass in which their Holy 
Door is blest.  
 
The Holy Door in each Pilgrimage Church should be clearly and appropriately marked, decorated; with dignity and 
beauty.  They should be easily identifiable and to locate as well as open in a manner pilgrims can enter through them.   
 
The churches should be open reasonable hours for the faithful to visit and to walk through the Holy Door and following 
that symbolic act of entering a renewed relationship with the Lord and His Church, having left the old self behind, the 
pilgrim spends time in silent prayer. 
 
Part of a pilgrimage related to a Jubilee Year is that the pilgrim either the week before or the week after visiting the Holy 
Door, makes a complete confession of their sins, through the sacrament of Reconciliation.  At all times this should be 
done at the parish of the pilgrim, not at the Pilgrimage Church as that would distract their priests from service to the 
people in their immediate spiritual care (their own parishioners).  Pilgrims must seek out their own parish priests for 
Reconciliation.   
 
Some parish groups from throughout the deanery may wish to organize a group pilgrimage to one of these sites; 
perhaps to pray the Rosary together, etc.  Please coordinate with the Pilgrimage Church to respect their schedules and 
services.   
 
If one or more parish groups from different parishes want to celebrate a Mass at a Pilgrimage Church (or Eucharistic 
Adoration / Holy Hour, etc.) they must be prepared to bring their own priest(s) and deacon(s) and all lay liturgical 
ministers, including music and their own instruments.  Plus they should: 
 

 Call and schedule well in advance respecting the schedule of the Pilgrimage Church. 

 If arriving by bus, to ask the Pilgrimage Church well in advance where to park. 

 If arriving by cars, to ask the same question well in advance. 

 As a sacristan or other volunteers or staff member may be required to help set up microphones and chalice, 
books, hosts, wine, water, turn on lights, AC, etc., -- it is most appropriate that the visiting parish (group / 
ministry / organization) provide a generous stipend to the Pilgrimage Church.   

 If using the Pilgrimage Church music ministry to pay them their standard fees for a wedding.   

 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy 

December 8, 2015 - November 20, 2016 


